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of them, which is a virtuous education. I think it is Sir Francis Bacon's observation, that in a numerous family of children the eldest is often spoiled by the prospect of an estate, and the youngest by being the darling of the parent; but that some one or other in the middle, who has not perhaps been regarded, has made his way in the world and overtopped the rest. It is my business to implant in every one of my children the same seeds of industry and the same honest principles. By this means I think I have a fair chance that one or other of them may grow considerable in some or other way of life, whether it be in the army, or in the fleet, in trade, or any of the three learned professions; for you must know, sir, that from long experience and observation, I am persuaded of what seems a paradox to most of those with whom I converse, namely, that a man who has many children and gives them a good education, is more likely to raise a family than he who has but one, notwithstanding he leaves him his whole estate. For this reason I cannot forbear amusing myself with finding out a general, an admiral, or an alderman of London, a divine, a physician, or a. lawyer among my little people who are now perhaps in petticoats; and when I see the motherly airs of my little daughters when they are playing with their puppets, I cannot but flatter myself that their husbands and children will be happy in the possession of such wives and mothers.
If you are a father you will not, perhaps, think this letter impertinent, but if you ^are a single man you will not know the meaning of it, and probably throw it into the fire : whatever you determine of it, you may assure yourself that it comes from one who is, Your most humble Servant
and Well-wisher,
O.                                                              PHILOGAMTTS